hehitavada.com

GItyLi

17" January 2020

FRIDAY, January 17, 2020

TheHitavada

EXCLUSIVE
FOR THE
READERS IN
NAGPUR

| They are giving it back to alma mater

H Principal Correspondent

THEY have competition among
themselves as to which batch
would contribute moretoitsalma
mater. This alumni association
has developed a symbiotic rela-
tionship with its institute.
Visvesvaraya National Institute
of Technology (VNIT) also has
given a free hand to the alumni
o association, VNIT  Alumni
§ Association (VNITAA).
iZ Shashikant Chaudhary,
|E Chairman of VNITAAdoes admit
< the cooperation from present
institute bosses that has played

a majorrole.
VNITAA was formed in 2012

and started collecting fundsfrom  making contributions. We have
the members. Inlast sevenyears  planned 11 projects and putthem
it has collected Rs 2.50 crore. onthewebsite, ofwhich five proj-
When the reports reached ects have been taken up by
to the members that various batches of the
VNIT was celebrat- alumni. We two--
ing diamond myself and Vishram
jubilee this year, Jamdar, Chairman
within a year the of Governing
contribution Board of VNIT also

added anotherRs are alumni like
2.50 crore. Shashikant

According  to Chaudharyand con-
Uday Kamat, tributing in a way. [

Treasurer, the associa-

tionwantstoachieve thetar-

get of Rs 6 crore by January 26.
“The batches have competi-

tion among themselves about

belong to batch 1982

which has taken the respon-
sibility of creating a statue of
MokshgundamVisvesvaraya, on
whose name this institution is

know. The statue is being devel-
oped in front of the
Administrative building. It will
be unveiled on January19 at9.30
pm,” Dr P M Padole, Director of
VNITm pointed out.

Sharing the details of projects
taken up by the alumni,
Shashikant Chaudharyinformed
mediapersons, “Along with the
1982batch thatisdevelopingstat-

CONTINUATIONS

They are giving it back to...

‘Tapri’ maintaining the old
charm.The 1986 batchisdevel-
oping two synthetic tennis
courtswhilethe 1992 batch has
created a full-fledged football
ground near the existing crick-
et ground.”

The 1963 batch is the first
pass-out batch and since then
VNIT has produced over25,000
students who are its alumni.
VNITAA could trace 12,000
members out of those around
3,000are working abroad most-
ly in USA.

According to Chaudhary,
number of projects takenup by
Alumni is only a small part.
Contribution of alumni will be
ineveryformapart from finan-
cial one. “We are conceptualis-
ing, designing, funding and exe-
cuting, We have 1,600life mem-
bersandall are attached toVNIT
emotionally. More than 50 per
cent members of a batch have
contributed. The number
comes to 400-500 members
donating funds. 16 PhD schol-
ars of DrPadole too have made

neuship courses for students.
They will be helping in teach-
ing, extendingguidance to stu-
dents in writing papers, pro-
viding help in getting good
placements, developing labo-
ratories. The courses designed
by alumni for the students are
of the level of those designed
by Stanford University. VINITAA
is also pushing students for
start-ups. Five such start-ups
have been pushedbythe alum-
ni association.

“We have Alumni centres at
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Delhi,
USA, Dubai. Vishram Jamdar,
Dr Padole and myselfhad been
to these centres to meet the
alumni members there. Allhave
given very positive response.
‘We will be opening some oth-
er chapters at some other
places,” pointed out Chaudhary.

“On January 19, three proj-
ects will be inaugurated along
with the unveiling of statue of
Visvesvaraya. Chandrama Plaza
and Football ground also will
be opened and fortunately the

ue of Visvesvaraya, the 1983-84
batch has taken up the respon-
sibility of beautification of the
premises. 1985 batch has devel-
oped a hostel canteen
‘Chandrama Plaza'. This isakind
of night canteen. It will be a like

(Contd on page 2)

contribution,” said Chadhary.
This is a continuous process
and alumni’s contribution will
not be limited to giving mon-
ey. VINITAA will take entrepre-

grand nephew of Visvesvaraya
Satish Mokshgundam and his
wife Laxmiwill grace the occa-
sion,” informed Vishram
Jamdar.
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Unveiling of Visvesvaraya’s statue to mark
VNIT’s Diamond Jubilee celebration on 19th

H Principal Correspondent

UNVEILING of statue of M
Visvesvaraya will mark the begining
of diamond jubilee celebrations of
Visvesvaraya National Institute of
Technology (VNIT) on January 19,
2020. Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister
of Road Transport and Highways of
India and Minister of MSME, Govt.
ofIndiawillbe chiefguestand Sanjay
Dhotre, Union Minister of State for
Human Resource Development, Govt.
of India will be guest of honour.
Vishram Jamdar Chairman Board of
Governors VNIT shall preside over
the function.

The institute, formerly known as
Visvesvaraya Regional Engineering
College, was established in 1960. It
was started under the scheme spon-
sored by Govt of India and Govt of
Maharashtra, by amalgamating the
State Govt. Engineering College func-
tioning at Nagpur since July 1956. In
themeetingheld in October 1962, the

Governing Board of the College
resolved to name it after the eminent
engineer, planner, and statesman of
the country Sir M Visvesvaraya.

The facultymembers and students
of the institute are actively partici-
pating in number of outreach activ-
ities.The institute donated three
machines: an Agarbatti making
machine, a Dhoop Stick making
machineand Mosquito repellentcoil
making machine developedin-house
by Director P M Padole to Niramay
Bahu-Uddeshiya Seva Sansthana,
Panjari village Nagpur district. The
faculty members and the students
through their formal body Prayas, are
strongly associated with number of
social organisations and NGOs as
Maharogi Sewa Samiti, Anandwan
Warora, Center of Science forVillages,
Wardha, Sampoorna Bamboo
Kendra, Melghat, etc. The students
body Prayas also has a strong bond-
ing with Goonj and regularly con-
ducts events like Joy of Giving.

Alumnisspreadacrosstheglobeare
contributing to make presence of the
institute felt worldwide. Some of the
namesinclude Padma Shriand Padma
BhusanVijay Bhatkarfounderof Param
Series Super Computers, Dinesh
Keskar President of Boeing India, M
S Unnikrishnan, CEO Thermax Ltd
and Dr Suresh Deshpande.

Vishram Jamdar pointed out,
“Diamond Jubilee shall be celebrat-
ed throughout the year 2020 and shall
witness number of events which
include international conferences,
research scholars’ day, workshops
and guest lecture byeminent professor
from national and international
reputed education institutions,
Industry Academic Conclave,
‘Sankalp’ an event for school chil-
dren, ‘Seva’ to serve the masses,
‘Samvad’ to interact with policymak-
ersand R & D organizations, etc. Some
60 alumniwho have achieved a great
success intheirlives will deliver alec-
ture during the various programmes.
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7 VNIT's face, 5 projects
¢ tobe unveiled on Sun
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: Nagpur: Come Sunday and
: city-based Visvesvaraya Na-
© tional Institute of Technolo-
gy (VNIT) would donanewlo-
: ok, thanks to its alumni asso-
i ciation. The premier institu-
. tion will celebrate its
: diamond jubilee by unveiling
i al0feet-highbronze statue of
: Sir M Visvesvaraya, after
whom the institute isnamed.

TOTAL FACELIFT

A new-look entrance,

¢ with new fountains, street
: lights and a LED light show,
¢ would also be inaugurated on
© the day by Union transport
: minister Nitin Gadkariinthe
¢ presence of VNIT’s Board of
© Governors (BOG) chairman.

Vishram Jamdar, director
Pramod Padole, alumni asso-

ciation chairman Shashi-
¢ kant Chaudhary and others.
i Three more projects funded

by the alumni would also be
inaugurated by the dignitari
es. They include a football
ground, two lawn tennis co-
urts, and a modern night tea

kiosk for students called

NEW PROJECTS
ON VNIT’S RADAR

» 10 feet bronze statue of Sir

M Visvesvaraya

» New look front with
fountains, street lights

;r}:&::,l.gDulight show -

» Football ground and two

lawn tennis courts

| » Modernized night tea kiosk

or students — Chandrama

~ » ‘Centre for Excellence in
innovgtion’ with MSME Dept

 » City’s biggest international
conventioncentre
» Fresh lake inside college’s
premises

‘Chandrama’.
~ Allprojects wereentirely

conceptualized, funded and

implemented al

has1,600lifemembers. /:/ :EItv

| cyniTs1984 |V

batchtogift 4
Visvesvaraya . .
bronze statue .

was ¢

>continuedhomr1 x&‘;‘l
»s Board of Governors v
VI(\g(l;G) director pramod : tern.
«we've also en- i thatt
" bact with Union trodu
istry for con- ago,
onroadsafety i com
i said

Padole said

ducting classes e
andauditforgovernmento b

cials, including those from : coz
| PWDand CPWD.” stCo
He added that the statue :

was made by Ram Sutaria, : &w‘l
who was part of the team that

builtmeworld’shighest‘stat- mel
ueof Unity’inGujarat.“Four- i Ty, s

teen of my PhD studentshave ed
also contributed to the stat- i The
ue,” he said. ing
other projects, tor
their association had been cg

working since

GIVING BACK R

ﬁ'l‘he 1984 batch has taken
up the task to gift the bronze
statue, while1985 batch has set
up Chandrama. The1986 batch
has helped construct the ten-
nis courts and 1992 batch has
sponsored the football stadi-
um. More alumni are coming
forward to help theiralmama-
terinthediamondjubileeyear.
Out of over 22,000 students
who have graduated from this
prestigious institution, we've
got details of 20,000, although
partially,” he said, adding that
it felt nice to give back to your
almamater. :

Jamdar informed that
VNIT would be setting up a
‘Centre for Excellence in Inno-
vation’ in collaboration with
the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) division
LU eyl India.

o hosting a meeting
of directors of various NITSs,
and 16 of them have already

agreed to attend. Vikram Kir-
m‘m from Kirloskar Group
i, o
carbon policy rating
andacereditation on February
em;:icfeme’"he AR ]
ole added |
nephew of Mﬂ"‘t grand

his wife would |
e tcionon S o
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Take help of_ alumni to hecome world-class institute: Gadkari to YNIT

W Nagpur has institutes of
eminence that can
perform research to
bring quality, said the
Union Minister

B Principal Correspondent

“WE have top institutes like
Visvesvaraya National Institute
of Technology (VNIT) and
Laxminarayan Institute of
Technology (LIT). Alumniof both
the institutes have made name
of Nagpur and their alma mater
even abroad. These people are
ready to help their parent insti-
tutes. VNIT must take their help
to make itself a world class insti-
tute,” suggested Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari. He was speaking
at the inauguration of Diamond
Jubilee celebrations of VNIT on

Sunday.

Chairman of Governing Board
of VNITVishram Jamdar, Director
Dr Pramod Padole, ex-Principal
of erstwhile Visvesvaraya
Regional College of Engineering
(VRCE) DrMM Basolewereseat-
ed on the dais, The programme
was held at VNIT Cricket ground,
adjacent to newly-opened foot-
hall ground.

Earller, Gadkari iled the

T N ™

(Left) Union

Nitin Gadkan

LA

ing the statue of Bharat Ratna Sir Mekshgundam Visvesvaraya. Vishram Jamdar, Dr Pramod

Padole, Satish Mokshgundam and Laxmi Mokshgundam, M M Basole look on. {Centre) Unien Minister Nitin Gadkari felicitating 1982 batch
alumni that gave highest contribution of Rs 1 crore to the alma mater. Shashikant Chaudhary, Uday Kamal, Dr Dilip Peshwe and others look

on. {Right) Chandrama Plaza, a night canteen in hostel established by the alumni also opened on Sunday.

(Pies by Anil Futane)

teen  'Chandrama Plaza’
while 1992 batch created full-
fledged football ground near
the cricket ground in the prem-
ises of the institute, These three
projects were inaugurated at the
hands of Nitin Gadkari. The
ceremony was graced by great
grand nephewofSirVisvesvaraya,
Satish Mokshgundam and his
wife Laxmi.

U 5

overthe

statue of Bharat Ratna Sir
Mokshgundam Visvesvaraya
installed in front of the adminis-
trative building of the institute.
The statue was Installed by using
donations made by students of
1982 batch. While students of
1983-84 batch had taken the
responsibility of beautification
of the premises,

Similarly, the students of 1985
batch developed a hostel can-

contributions made by various
batches who had competed
among themselves as to which
batchwould contribute more for
betterment of the alma mater,
Gadkari said, “We always com-
plain about lack of funds. But
there is no dearth of money. You
need to have a will. This vear 1
am planning to spend Rs 5 lakh
crore on infrastructure, In last
five years, | have awarded the

1 e

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari 'kick” starts the football ground.

contracts worth Rs 17 lakh crore,
Low aim takes you nowhere. You
must dream big. Our alumni are
working abroad, some of them
have theirbusinesses. They have
come here fromfaraway because
they have attachment towards
their alma mater.”
Expressing regret overimports
in many sectors, Gadkari point-
ed out, "Unfortunately, we do lot
of imports which is not good. We
have lot of institutes but we lack
in conducting research. These
institutes must develop appro-
priate technologies through
cooperation, coordination, and
communication with relevant
organisations that provide such
raw materials. I wish this stimu-
lates industry generation in the

backward areas.”

Gadkari also inaugurated the
‘Siemens Center of Excellence
center at VNIT to mark the
Diamond Jubilee celebrations.
The centerwill have state-of-the-
art laboratories of Robotics,
Machine Intelligence, Artificial
Intelligence,

The celebrations at VNIT will
include year-long educational
activities, workshops, interna-
tional conferences, guest lectures,
and research and extensionactiv-
ities.

Provide Fire Engg
college land to
VNIT, Gadkari to
Home Ministry

THERE is 80 acre land near
VNIT that was given to Fire
Engineering College long
back. It originally belonged to
VNITWith FireService College
did its expansion elsewhere,
they would not use the land
nearVNIT. So, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari has written to
Union Home Ministry to give
back the land to VNIT.
Informing this to the audi-
ence, Gadkari said, “Ministry
of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises will provide assis-
tance worth Rs 200 crore for
setting up of ‘Technology
Research and Excellence
Center’ at that land.”

every alumni member,
Afilm on VNIT was shown on
the occasion.

Gadkari lauded Vishram Dr Padole gave introductory
Jamdar, Dr Padole, Chairman of  speech. Dr Rashmi
VNIT Alumni  Association Uddenwadikar, Meera Dhabu
Shashikant Chaudhary, T compered the prog while
Uday Kamat, Dr § R Sathe, Acting Registrar,

The Union Minister felicitated  proposed a vote of thanks.
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Maharashtra gave prommence to Sir Vlsvesvaraya says his great grand nephew

H By Vikas Vaidya

“MYHEART is filled with emotions.

For, I have entered the premises

of this institute named after my

great grand uncle Bharat Ratna
dam V

ofadministrative buildingin pres-
ence of Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari. Taking opportunity of
this function VNIT has invited
Satish Mokshgundam and his
wife Laxmi. Both came with

ThlSlS ourfirstvisitto Nagpurand
people from this institute came
to Muddenahalli, the birth place
ofSirVisvesvarayatoinvite me and
my wife Laxmi. I must say
Maharashtra has really given
prominence to this great person-
ality,” saidan overwhelmed Satish
Mokshgundam, the great grand
nephew of Bharat Ratna Sir
MokshgundamVisvesvarayawhile
talking to ‘The Hitavada.
Visvesvaraya National Institute
ofTechnology has started its dia-

all the way from
Bengaluru.

| NTERVIEW |

Family of Visvesvarayawas very
big and divided in two as far as
academic part is concerned.
Somedidengineering, someopt-
ed law or commerce Sir
Visvesvaraya was the great engi-
neeras everybody knows, Satish
Mokshgundam opted
Commerce. He runs a business
at Bengaluru.

Laxmi and Satish Mokshgundam

named after him. 1 am also
borninthesame house and lived
with Sir Visvesvaraya. I was nine

Mokshgundam too is related to
thisfamilylatermarried toSatish
Mokshgundam.

everyday we found new Sir
Visvesvaraya and till date we are
meeting him with his new
achievement. We feel proud as
Maharashtra has given promi-
nenceto SirVisvesvaraya. College
ofEngineering, Pune (COEP) has
erected his statue in his memo-
Iy in its premises, World Trade
Centre atMumbaihonoured him
and they invited both of us there,
entire wall by Irrigation
Department is named after Sir
Visvesvaraya, now VNIT too has
conserved his memories. Even I
would say the best book written
on him is in Marathi. The author
studied SirVisvesvaraya welland
penned the book. Secondly, the
institutions named after him are
completing 100 vyears, like

Viswesvarayya National
Memorial Trust manages a
memorial of Visvesvaraya at his
birthplace Muddenahalli. The
memorial exhibits his awards,
titles and personal belongings,
including his living room, spec-
tacles, cups, booksand blockwith
which his visiting cards were
printed. Models of Krishna Raja
Sagar dam, which Visvesvaraya
designed and supervised con-
struction of, are exhibited. The
memorialisadjacentto the house
where SirVisvesvarayawas born.
His house, was refurbished and
regarded as a temple by locals.
Samadhi of Sir Visvesvaraya is
also there.

Satish Mokshgundam told with
proud feelinghowGoogle Doodle

mond jubilee celebrations on
Sunday with unveiling of statue
of SirVisvesvarayaattheentrance

“We felt very happy to visit
Nagpur and see this huge
and great institution which is

years old when he died. Then I
did not know how great Sir
Visvesvaraya

was.”  Laxmi

Talking about SirVisvesvaraya
effusively, Satish and Laxmi
Mokshgundam said, “Later on,

Dam, Myso

Century Club, KrishnaRajaSagar

ap indus-

try etc.”

honoured Sir Visvesvaraya on
ber 15,2018, to celebrate

his 157th b irthday anniversary.
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Gadkari: Govt ©

formulatinga |
policy to cut :
imports

»Continued from P 1

Jitin Gadkari said, “In ;
the last five years, [ !
¢ nology (VNIT)on Sunday an-
worth *17lakh crove. Just :
the other day, durlng our
¢ development as partof itsdi-
i amond jubilee celebrations.
do this, we will do that'. T |
told them *‘Why would you  :
do this or that? If you had :
¢ augurated projects toset upa
i convention centre and
i te recreational faeilities.
You could have been indus-

approved investments

high level meeting, bureau-
crats were saying, ‘We will

the capacity to do it then

trialists. It's not your job","
not to mess things up,” Gad-
kariadded.

EXPORT HIKE

On the economy, Gad-
kari said,

gmrﬁaﬂ exports to make a
trillion economy.”

., Hereiterated his stand !
regarding imports. “De- 2
spite having enough re- :
¢ nors chairman Vishram

sources and technology of
nur own, our imports are
worth billions of rupess.
The government needs
support from institutions

like VNIT and LIT for re- £
search and development :
pertaining to raw materi- |
als available in Magpur :
and Vidarbha. We have a !
big coal block, but we are 1
: ministry of MSME led by ci-
ity MP Nitin Gadkari would

still importing eoal. While
paper mills are being shat,

newsprint is being import-
: mation of the land
Regarding VNIT's re-
i stryof home affairsasastop-
said the institute has gen-
erous and capable alumni
who are ready to raise a :
corpus for its develop- :
“Shortfall of any
¢ le had submitted & letter in

ed,” hesaid.
quest for funding, Gadkarl

ment.
kind will be {aken care of

by the government,” he ;
I AmitShahduringhisvisitto

told the administration.

Sarfarar Ahmed
@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: The
Mational Institute of Tech-

nounced two big ticket pro-
Jjects in innovation and skill

The institute on Sunday
also unveiled a 10-foot statue
of Sir Visvesvaraya and in-
crea-

The projects will be funded

i by the alumni association of

"Itold the [AS officersto :
helpthosewhocandoitand |
i tonal importanee, has tied
: up with German manufac.
i turing giamt, Slemens, to et
: upaTieocrore Centre of Ex-
i cellence for Industry 4.0,
¢ comprising12 labs to impart
“The govern- :
ment Istryingto formulate f
apalicy to cut imporisand :
¢ and other latest trends to
i over 10,000 engineering stu-

the institute,
VMIT, an institute of na-

training ln artificial intelli-
gence, machine learning,
Internet of things (10T),

dents, professionals and
small industrialists,
VHNIT Board of Gover-

Jamdar told TOI that the
labs are ready and 15 ex-
perts from Siemens would
impart training there in the
next six months.

Also, a Rs200 crore Cent-
re of Excellence for Innova-
tion has been planned on
VNIT's 14-acre land behind
the IT Park, The VNIT and

mﬂahurahemspmdupm::h
which
was handed over to the mini-

gap measure for it National

this regard to home minister

“ The Centre of Exneuemefurmummm
landmark in VNIT's history. It is a new
concept. There has to be an interaction with the
industry for which we have set up the labs
VISHRAM JAMDAR | CHAIRMAN, UNIT BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Skill devpt labs, 2200 cr
innovation centre @V NIT

the city for NFSC event on
January 2.

Gadkari, during his spe-
ech, too sald he has written
tothe home ministerto hand
over the land back to VNIT
“There is some problem and
theprocesswill takea long ti-
me. So, [ proposed that the
land be passed on to MSME
and we will provide over
TA0CE to VNIT to.set up the
Centre of Excellence for In-
novation,” theminister said,

The state government
had allotted the VNIT (erst-
while VRCE) land on a tem-
porary basis to NFSC, VNIT
iz hosting the Indian Institu-
te of Management, Nagpur,
on its premises andneeds the
land back toset up thecentre.
Officials sald the NFSC isre-
luctant to part with the land
as it wants to build staff qu-
arters there. The NF5SC has
already bullt its permanent
campus at Raj Nagar on a
sprawling 43-acre land.

Jamdar said, “The Cent- :
reof Excellence for Industry :
40 15 a landmark in VNITs §
history. It is a new concept.
There has to be an interae- | -
tion with the industry for :
which we have set up the §

labs," hesaid.

Jamdar said besides en- |
riching small-scale indu- !
stries of the reglons, the
centre also aims to make :
engineers employable and i

promote entreprensurship.

“Small-scale industries :
don’t havefunds to upgrade
knowledge, They will baab-
le to bring out quality pro- :
ducts after honing skills
and adopting latest trends |

atthelabs,” hesaid.

Out of 10,000 targeted be

Jamdar said the intake :
procedure for the centre is
yet to be finalized but it will
start in the next six months.
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