
List of Sponsored Research Projects 
 

S. 
No.  

Project Details  Status  
1 Project Title: Technical & Feasibility study of overburden rock of 

Dongri Buzurg & Kandri Mine for consolidated stowing in underground 
mines-Phase-I Funding Agency: MOIL 
Funding Amount: INR 39.25 Lakhs 
PI: Prof. I. L Muthreja & Prof. R. R. Yerpude Duration: 3 Years  

 
 

Completed  

2 Project Title: Removal of metal ions contamination from 
mine water at deposit- 14/11C and deposit 11 B mines of 
BIOM, 
Kirandul complex 
 Funding Agency: NMDC, Hydrabad 
Funding Amount: INR 7.08 Lakhs 
PI: Dr.A K Agarwal and Dr. R. D. Lokhande  
Co-PI: Dr. Ishwardas L. Muthreja  
           Dr. Rajendra R. Yerpude 
           Dr. Sangesh P. Zodape 
 Duration: 1.5 Years  
 

Ongoing  

3 Project Title: Physico-mechanical response of rocks under 
varied thermal environments 
Funding Agency: Science and Engineering Research Board 
(SERB), DST 
Scheme: Start-Up Research Grant (SRG) 
Funding Amount: INR 33 Lakhs 
PI: Dr. Nikhil Ninad Sirdesai 
Co-PI: Not Applicable (Individual Fund) 
Duration: 2 Years (starts once the funds are received by 
VNIT) 
 

Ongoing  

4 Project Title: Risk investigations for slope failure of benches  and dumps using geo-technical characteristics of rocks and their monitoring mechanism in Jayant opencast mine  of Northern Coalfields Limited, (NCL) Funding Agency: NCL Funding Amount: INR 47.64 Lakhs 
PI: Prof. Prof. R. R. Yerpude & I. L Muthreja CO PI: Dr.A K Agarwal and Dr. R. D. Lokhande  
Duration: 2 Years   

Ongoing  

5 Project Title: Risk investigations for slope failure of 
benches  and dumps using geo-technical characteristics of 
rocks and their monitoring mechanism in Dudhichua 

Ongoing  



opencast mine  of Northern Coalfields Limited, (NCL) Funding Agency: NCL Funding Amount: INR 43.56 Lakhs 
PI: Prof. R. R. Yerpude & I. L Muthreja CO PI: Dr.A K Agarwal and Dr. R. D. Lokhande  
Duration: 2 Years   

6 Project Title: Blasting and its effect on environment, buffer zone and 
protective measures of MOIL ltd. Mines Funding Agency: MOIL 
Funding  Amount: 4.51 lac 
PI: Prof. N. R. Thote 

Ongoing 

7 Project Title: Feasibility study on Flyash filling of open cast 
mine at Manikpur, Korba Funding Agency: Bharat Aluminum Company Limited Funding Amount: INR 69.45 Lakhs 
PI:  Dr. Swapnil Wanjari 
CO PI: Dr. D. Z. Shende, Dr. K. I. Wasewar, Dr.A K 
Agarwal and Dr. A. A. Kher  Duration: 2 Years  
 

Ongoing 

8 Project Title: Risk Assessment Of 
Sinkhole Subsidence And 
Investigations Of Its 
Potential Parameters Funding Agency: CMPDIL (Coal S & T) Funding Amount: INR 17425780 Lakhs 
Name of Project Leader: Dr Ritesh D Lokhande 
Name of the project Co-ordinator: Dr. A K Agarwal 
Team Members: Dr. R R Yerpude, Dr. A A Kher Duration: 3 Years  
 

Submitted and 
Approval 
awaited 
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DEPARTMENT OF MINING BNGINEERING, VNIT

RIIF-: MNG/C13120191

Date:.9th January 2020,
prv rr/ <e6

NOTE:

SUBJECT: Received Sanction Letter (lNR 3146000/-)

Ref: Order, Dated: 10-12-2020, File Number: SRG/20181000642 (copy attached)

Dear Sir"

I would like to inform that I trave received the sanction letter from StrRB-DST. New Delhi'

Govt. of India. tbr the project entitled "Physico-mechanical response of rocks under varied

thermal environments". The total project duration is 2 years.

Out of the total sanctioned budget of INR 3146000 (manpower, equipment' consumables'

travel cost, contingencies and ovcrhcad). vNI'r has received INR 2703000 for the first year'

'fhis is oply for your kind information.

Yours Sincerely,

,&,

Asst. Professor, DePt. of Mining Engineering, VNIT
,r/tf)r. Nikhil Ninad Sirdesai)

Through:

/*'K;*LD
HOD (Mining) Dean (R&C)

h* )t'*V^^--/SVTTAOO
ert\'t

o Nagpur

q-n^

&)ft
e1

To;

The Director, VNI

"Dr



12/10/2019 The Electronic Project Proposal Management System, For SERB

FILENO.SRG/2019/000642
SCIENCE&ENGINEERINGRESEARCHBOARD(SERB)

(Astatutory body of the Department of Science &Technology,Government of India)
5& 5A,LowerGround Floor

Vasant Square Mall
Plot No.A,Community Centre

Sector-B,Pocket-5, Vasant Kunj
NewDelhi-110070

Dated: 1O-Dec-2019
ORDER

Subject:Financial Sanction of the research project titled "Physico-mechanical response of rocks under varied
thermal environments' under the guidance of Dr.NIKHlLNINADSIRDESAI,Department ofMining
Engineering, Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology, South ambazari road, nagpur, Nagpur,
Maharashtra-440010 - Release of 1st grant.

Sanction of Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB)is hereby accorded to the above mentioned
project at a total cost of Rs. 3146000/- (Rs. Thirty OneLakh Forty SixThousand Only)with break-up
ofRs. 2250000/- under Capital (Non-recurring) head and Rs.S96000/- under General (Recurring) head for a
duration of24months. The items of expenditure for which the total allocation of Rs. 3146000/-has been
approved are given below:

S.No Head Total (in Rs.)
A Non-recurring
1 Equipment 2250000

-> High-Performance Computer
->Ultrasonic Pulse Velocity meter
->Computerised compression testing machine
-> DigitalMuffleFurnace
-> Sample Preparation Equipment for coring, cutting and grinding of rocks

A' Total (Non-Recurring) 225000(,

B Recurring Items
1 Recurring - I : (Manpower) 0

Recurring - II :( Consumables, Travel, Contingencies) 600000
Recurring - III :Scientific Social Responsibility 10000

2 Recurring - IV: (Overhead Charges) 286000
B' Total (Recurring) S96000

C Total cost of the project (A: +B') 3146000

2. Sanction of the SERBis also accorded to the payment of Rs. 2250000/-(Rupees Twenty TwoLakh Fifty
Thousand only)under 'Grants for creation of capital assets' and Rs. 453000/- (Rupees Four Lakh Fifty Three
Thousand only)under 'Grants-in-aid General' to DIRECTOR,Visvesvaraya National Institute OfTechnology,
South Ambazari Road,Nagpur being the first installment of the grant for the year 2019-2020for
implementation of the said research project.

3.The expenditure involved is debitable to Fund for Science & Engineering Research (FSER)
This release is being made under Start-up Research Grant. (ECEngineering Sciences)

4. The Sanction has been issued to Visvesvaraya National Institute OfTechnology,South Ambazari Road,
Nagpur with the approval of the competent authority under delegated powers on 09December, 2019 and vide
DiaryNo.SERB/F/7474/2019-2020dated 10December, 2019

5.Sanction of the grant is subject to the conditions as detailed in Terms & Conditions available at website
( www.serb.gov.in).

6.Overhead expenses are meant for the host Institute towards the cost for providing infrastructural facilities
and general administrative support etc. including benefits to the staff employed in the project.

7.While providing operational flexibility among various subheads under head Recurring-II, it should be
ensured that not more than Rs. l lakh each should be spent for travel and contingency.

8.Budget sanctioned under Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR)is meant only for activites enlisted under
SSRnorms and under no circumstances it can be reappropriated.

9.Asper rule 211ofGFR,the accounts of project shall be open to inspection by sanctioning authority/audit
whenever the institute is called upon to do so.

10.The sanctioned equipment would be procured as per GFRand its disposal of the same would be done with
prior approval of SERB.

11.The release amount ofRs. 2703000/- (Rupees Twenty Seven LakhThree Thousand only) will be drawn by
the Under Secretary of the SERBand will be disbursed by means ofRTGStransaction as per their Bank details
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